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The Legislature now has three weeks to the first deadline on March 20th, which means we should be 
seeing a flood of bills being put on the Committee calendars for hearings in coming weeks.  Although 
there have been almost 2600 bills introduced so far this year, we really haven't seen long agendas at 
the Committee meetings, but I'm sure it's the calm before the storm.  We currently have placed 110 
bills on our "watch" alert, but I'm going to try to include mostly bills that are moving in some sense on 
our tracker report to you.  Otherwise it becomes too long and most of you won't bother with 
it.  However, remember that we do trail all bills referred to Public Safety and/or Judiciary, so if there's 
something you're wondering about, please let me know and we'll give you an update. 
 
Several bills of interest have had initial hearings and many of them have been laid on the table.  This 
usually means they are left open and the Committee leadership may include them in the writing of a 
Committee Omnibus bill.  Legislative aids tell me it appears there will be rather comprehensive 
Omnibus bills this Session, and frankly, this is a good way to get legislative concerns passed without 
a lot of fanfare on the floor of the Legislature, as most Omnibus bills end up going into a Conference 
Committee at the end of the Session and your concern is included in as a small section of a large 
cumbersome piece of legislation.  I'll comment on some of those proposals that have been continued 
at hearings this year that we'll expect will be seen in the Committee's larger Omnibus bill. 
 
HF 071:  Criminal Vehicular homicide occurring within ten years of a qualified offense 
enhanced penalty created.  This would increase the mandatory sentence from ten to fifteen years if 
the qualified prior offense happened within ten years.  This bill was heard in Public Safety on 2/18, 
and was laid on the table for possible inclusion in an Omnibus bill. 
The companion bill, SF 082, still awaits action in the Senate Judiciary. 
 
HF 104:  Vulnerable adult exploitation crime added to definition offense in forfeiture laws. 
This was heard on 2/24 and again continued for possible inclusion in a larger bill SF 239 is the 
companion bill and awaits action in the Senate. 
 
HF 199/SF 240:  First Degree Burglary amended to include violation of an order for protection 
as an underlying offense. 
 
HF 240/SF 141:  Persons arrested or subject to arrest may be diverted from incarceration into 
comprehensive mental health programs, to be established and money appropriated. 
This bill appropriates $ 8 M in each year 2016-17 in grants to establish this program. The Senate bill 
was heard on 1/26 in the Judiciary and was sent to the Health and Human Services and Housing 
Committee where on 2/23 it was heard and amended without recommendation and sent to the 
Finance Division. 
 
HF 273/SF 184:  Would create Youth Intervention Programs with $ 5M for each year 2016-17. 
This appropriation would be disbursed by the Commissioner of Public Safety and each grant would 
be limited to $ 75,000.  This legislation has a lot of bipartisan support and should get serious 
consideration. 
 
HF 274/SF 168:  Provides for consecutive sentencing for a person charged and who is 
incarcerated in a county or regional jail who is convicted of assaulting an employee of the jail. 
 
SF 355/HF 342:  This is the Voting Restoration Bill. 
The Senate bill was heard in the Judiciary Division before a large audience on 2/23 and was passed 
as amended and re-referred to Rules and Administration.  The Senate Rules and Administration Sub-



Committee on Elections is scheduled to hear it again on 3/3 at 2:00 PM.  The House bill has 35 
bipartisan authors and will be heard in Rep. Cornish's Public Safety Committee in the near future. 
 
HF 581/SF548:  Homeless Youth Act modified, and money appropriated. 
The bill provides services to homeless youth until age 24 (age 21 currently).  The bill has been 
moving through Committees in both the House and the Senate and we'd expect to see this one on the 
Floor for full debate in the near future. 
 
HF 969/SF 1244:  Offenders placed on intensive supervised release from prison required to be 
placed on electronic monitoring immediately upon release. 
The House bill is scheduled for hearing in Public Safety on 3/3/15. 
 
HF 994/SF 773:  Controlled substance crimes addressed by lowering threshold amounts, 
eliminating minimum sentences, expanding nonviolent offenders conditional release program, 
etc. 
 
HF 1069/SF 994:  Juvenile Justice bill addressed to include diversion, use of restraints and 
alternatives to detention, and juvenile life without parole. 
This is a comprehensive juvenile bill and includes an appropriation of $ 2.5 M for each year 2016-17. 
Senator Latz authors the Senate bill so we expect this will be up for hearing sometime soon. 
 
SF 19 /HF 15:  This bill increases compulsory school attendance until age 18 unless you've 
graduated. 
The House bill was heard in the Education Innovation Committee on 2/19 and was laid over for 
possible inclusion in an Omnibus bill. 
 
SF 274/no HF:  Parole Board Established. 
No hearing set yet and I haven't been able to confirm if this will be seriously considered this year 
 
SF 878 /HF 849:  The Criminal Justice Finance Bill for both Chambers. 
You'll be hearing a lot about these bills in ensuing weeks as the Legislature heads toward their 
budget discussions. 
 
There are plenty more bills to talk about but this is a good summary of what we've been observing the 
past two weeks.  More will be reported to you in two weeks. 
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